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CO-CHAIRS’ SUMMARY REPORT
16" ASEAN Regional Forum Experts and Eminent Persons
(ARF EEPs) Meeting
26 April 2024, Seoul, Republic of Korea

INTRODUCTION

1. Pursuant to the decision by the 29" ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) held in
Cambodia on 5 August 2022, the 16" ARF Experts and Eminent Persons (EEPS)
Meeting was held in Seoul, Republic of Korea (ROK) on 26 April 2024.

2. The Meeting was Co-Chaired by Director-General Hairani Tajuddin, EEP of
Brunei Darussalam and Ambassador Suh Jeong-in, EEP of the ROK. The Meeting
was attended by EEPs, observers and representatives of all ARF Participants, with
the exception of Canada, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK),
Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Russia and Sri Lanka. Representatives from the
ASEAN Secretariat were also in attendance. The List of Delegates appears as ANNEX
1.

AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING ADDRESS

2. H.E. Chung Byung-won, Deputy Minister for Political Affairs of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the ROK, underscored the significance of holding the 16" ARF EEPs
Meeting in Seoul this year. First, this Meeting is the first in-person EEPs Meeting in
five years, after a long break due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Second, this year marks
the 35™" anniversary of the establishment of the ASEAN-ROK dialogue relations. Third,
the ASEAN-ROK partnership is expected to take a significant leap forward with the
establishment of the ASEAN-ROK Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) in
October of this year.

3. The Deputy Minister added that strengthening the ASEAN-led architecture and
process, including the ARF, constitutes an important part of the ASEAN-ROK CSP.
He pointed out key contributions of the ROK to the ARF process over the years,
including the hosting of multiple ARF Inter-Sessional Meetings (ISM) and Inter-
Sessional Support Group Meeting on Confidence Building Measures and Preventive
Diplomacy (ISG on CBMs and PD) and the very first ARF EEPs Meeting in 2006. He
emphasised the ROK’s commitment to enhancing the EEPs system, as demonstrated



through its contribution to the Guidelines for the Operation of the ARF EEPs in 2004
and the Proposals for the improvement of the ARF EEPs system in 2014.

4, The Deputy Minister also highlighted the ROK’s Indo-Pacific Strategy (IPS) and
Korea-ASEAN Solidarity Initiative (KASI). He described concrete measures that are
being taken to substantiate and implement the IPS and KASI, such as the appointment
of the ROK’s Special Representative for the Indo-Pacific and flagship projects with
ASEAN in the fields of digital transition and climate change. Furthermore, the Deputy
Minister explained that the ROK, in preparation for the forthcoming era of
transformative change, will host the Second Summit on Responsible Artificial
Intelligence in the Military Domain (REAIM) in September of this year.

5. The Deputy Minister stressed that peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific cannot
be ensured while the DPRK continues its provocations and threats. He emphasised
the ROK's will to continue its efforts together with the ARF to bring the DPRK back to
the path of denuclearisation and to realise a free and unified Korean Peninsula. He
underscored the necessity of sending a clear and resolute message from the
international community, including the ARF, to make the DPRK realise that it has
nothing to gain from nuclear development or provocations.

AGENDA ITEM 2: CO-CHAIRS’ WELCOMING REMARKS

6. The Co-Chairs welcomed participants to the Meeting and underscored the role
of the ARF EEPs in supporting the ARF’s objective to promote peace and stability in
the region. They also expressed their hope that the 16" ARF EEPs Meeting in Seoul
will yield practical, constructive, and innovative recommendations.

7. The Co-Chair from the ROK, Ambassador Suh in particular, put forth three
suggestions regarding the future development and direction of the ARF EEPs system:
() The ARF EEPs Meeting should provide honest and candid discussion, in-depth
analysis, and innovative ideas on regional security issues, such as the DPRK’s nuclear
and missile threats; (ii) Consultative role of the ARF and ARF EEPs should be
strengthened as stated in the ARF Statement on the Commemoration of the 30 years
of the ARF; and (iii) Inclusion of the new security agendas to ARF EEPs discussion
such as Woman in Peace and Security (WPS) and Youth in Peace and Security (YPS)
is meaningful and should be further encouraged.

8. The Co-Chairs informed the participants that the Meeting Agenda included
Regional Security issues, with the main focus on the Regional Security Landscape;
Emerging Issues and the Future Direction of the ARF; the Experiences and
Perspectives of Women and Youth on Peace and Security; as well as Opportunities
and Challenges for Preventive Diplomacy in the Asia-Pacific Region. The Agenda
appears as ANNEX 2.
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AGENDA ITEM 3: REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ARF WORK PLAN
ON PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY

Updates on the ARF Preventive Diplomacy Work Plan

9. The ARF Unit of the ASEAN Secretariat updated the Meeting on the steady
progress in the implementation of the ARF Work Plan on Preventive Diplomacy during
the Inter-Sessional Year 2023-2024, including 14 ad-hoc activities such as workshops
and seminars. Due to the challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, 10 of
these activities were carried over from Inter-Sessional Year 2022-2023. The ARF Unit
informed the Meeting that the 2023 ARF Annual Security Outlook (ASO) had received
21 submissions from the Participants; representatives of international organisations
had been invited to serve as Speakers in several workshops/activities, such as at the
ARF Workshop on Health Security and Pandemic Response and Recovery held in
May 2022 and the ARF Workshop on Youth, Peace and Security held in December
2021; and that one activity related to Preventive Diplomacy (PD) had been included in
the List of ARF Track 1 Activities for the Inter-Sessional Year 2023-2024, i.e. the ARF
Workshop on Preventive Diplomacy for addressing Climate Change.

10. Regarding the Action Line 7 (strengthen the ARF Unit), the ARF Unit informed
the Meeting that as part of the efforts to implement the ARF Ha Noi Plan of Action II
(2020-2025), the 28™" ARF in August 2021 tasked the ASEAN Secretariat to develop
an Information Paper on reviewing the role and capacity of the ARF Unit and that the
issue is currently being deliberated among the ASEAN Member States. The ARF Unit
shared that at present, 3 out of 11 Action Lines (Action Lines 9, 10, and 11) in the ARF
Work Plan on PD have not been implemented.

Review of the Recommendations of the 15" ARF EEPs Meeting

11. The EEP from China, the Co-Chair of the 15" ARF EEPs Meeting, provided a
briefing on the results of the previous Meeting. He noted that the EEPs reaffirmed the
significance of the ARF as a meaningful platform for CBMs, PD, and resolving
conflicts. He added that during the meeting, the EEPs reiterated the need for: (i)
cooperation, research and development, and innovative investments; (i)
strengthening the synergy between the ARF and other ASEAN-led mechanisms; and
(i) proposing and spreading the new security agenda such as food, energy, climate
change, and WPS. As for major areas of focus, he explained that the participants
suggested the following five areas: (i) reaffirming ASEAN'’s centrality; (ii) dedicating
diplomatic efforts to promote de-escalation and peaceful resolution; (iii) reaffirming
commitment to NPT obligation; (iv) taking actions to improve global and regional food
security; and (v) noticing the need to address the issues of misinformation and
disinformation in building confidence.
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AGENDA 4: REGIONAL SECURITY ISSUES

Session |: Regional Security Landscape

12. The EEP from Indonesia stressed the importance of ASEAN-led inclusive
mechanisms in addressing significant regional security issues, including US-China
competition, territorial disputes, the South China Sea, the Himalayas, the DPRK’s
nuclear development, the Taiwan Strait, potential nuclear proliferation, the Myanmar
issue, transnational crime, cyber security, Al, and climate change. He suggested some
recommendations such as training and capacity-building, restoring the role of ASEAN
centrality, and getting the five nuclear weapons states to sign the Southeast Asian
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (SEANWFZ).

13. The EEP from the US highlighted a set of challenges currently facing the region:
(i) competition between the US and China; (ii) Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its
spillover effects; (iii) the DPRK’s unpredictability; and (iv) the Middle East. He
emphasised the usefulness of simultaneous and overlapping partnerships spanning
the bilateral, small group, and multilateral levels amidst a fragmented regional security
environment. He reiterated that inclusiveness and exclusivity are not entirely
contradictory concepts, and that a balanced approach incorporating both is necessary.
He suggested conducting a “maritime diplomacy audit’, which would entail annually
updating the records of national, bilateral, regional and multilateral dialogues,
agreements, statements, etc., regarding maritime issues, noting that it could provide
a common diplomacy platform.

14. The EEP from Viet Nam expressed the view that in order to prevent conflicts in
the region caused by players outside the region, there is a need to nurture a foundation
of mutual understanding and trust at the working level and to cultivate a culture of
dialogue. He also underlined the need to continue transparent and open dialogue
between ASEAN and partner countries. He highlighted that ASEAN should be at the
centre of all the initiatives.

15.  Furthermore, he referred to the efforts to establish a Code of Conduct (CoC) on
the South China Sea, emphasising that the CoC is not a replacement for UNCLOS but
is additional to UNCLOS. He also underlined that the process of establishing the CoC
is more important than the result, even if it takes time since the parties want to make
it more comprehensive, more detailed, and more effective.

16. The EEP from Australia underlined that the activities of AUKUS are being
conducted transparently to avoid exacerbating regional security dilemmas. She
stressed that Australia will continue to communicate with other countries in the region
regarding AUKUS to dispel scepticism about it and signal that AUKUS plays a positive
role in regional security.
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17. The EEP from China noted that the conflicts in the Middle East would have
enduring and long-term impacts on regional security, and emphasised the importance
of rigorously following the UNSC and creating a favourable condition for ceasefire. He
pointed out that the root cause of various security challenges is “fragmentation.” He
shared his concern that exclusive and ideology-based military blocs would cause more
fragmentation and division in the region, and underscored inclusivity as a guiding
principle for building a regional security order.

18. The EEP from Pakistan warned against designating any single country as a net
security provider and questioned the existence of permanent mechanisms or any
hotlines to prevent escalating conflicts in the region. He also stressed the need for
bilateral dialogue as well as regional cooperation to promote peace and stability in the
South China Sea.

19. The EEP from Lao PDR emphasised that, as the 2024 ASEAN Chair, Lao PDR
will strengthen humanitarian aid to Myanmar, and ensure the full and swift
implementation of the Five-Point Consensus. He stressed that a peaceful and unified
Myanmar is in the interest of ASEAN. He also emphasised the need for preparedness
to address the challenges arising from the rapid development of technology and digital
transformation.

20. The EEP from India highlighted the significance of a free, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific with ASEAN at its centre. She emphasised the importance of freedom of
navigation and unimpeded commerce in critical sea lanes of communication such as
the Red Sea and South China Sea and urged the early conclusion of the CoC. She
also stressed the importance of addressing the issues surrounding technology and Al,
noting their potential misuse by terrorists.

21. The EEP from Malaysia agreed on the relevance of the ASEAN-led inclusive
mechanisms while stressing that it is more crucial to ensure that these efforts go
beyond discussions within ASEAN and actually be translated into action. He also
suggested the idea of compiling data and recommendations made from various ARF
workshops.

22. The EEP from the ROK emphasised that, in the face of the DPRK’s continued
nuclear provocations and the uncertainty of the reliability of U.S. nuclear deterrence,
there might be an implicit demand for nuclear capabilities in the ROK. She stressed
that to address the increased tensions and the risk of nuclear proliferation, it is crucial
to induce North Korea to cease its nuclear and missile development and return to the
path of dialogue.
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Session Il: Emerqing Issues and the Future Direction of the ARF

23.  The EEP from the ROK underlined that the security environment has changed.
He explained that traditional security issues, recurring issues, and new emerging
issues are being combined and together pose new security threats. He put forward
North Korea’s security threats as an example, which comprises missiles, nuclear
issues, and emerging issues such as cyber scams simultaneously.

24.  He emphasised the differences between the current security environment and
that of the early 1990s when the ARF was first formed. Going forward, he suggested
the following ideas as the future direction of the ARF EEPs: (i) enhancing the
autonomy of the ARF EEPs with stronger internal networking; and (ii) encouraging
horizontal networking with other security dialogues such as the CSCAP. He also posed
the question of whether the ARF EEPs should focus on issue-oriented mechanisms or
original mechanisms, such as CBM or PD.

25. The Representative from Lao PDR referred to the need to foster a stronger
partnership and collaboration under the ASEAN-led mechanisms, including the ARF,
to build resilience. He emphasised strengthening capacity through knowledge and
information sharing and technical assistance in the face of myriad challenges, such as
those in Myanmar, the Middle East, the South China Sea, and on the Korean
Peninsula.

26.  He proposed the following ways to maintain the relevance of the ARF and build
resilience: (i) enhancing the ARF as a platform for constructive dialogue and
cooperation; (ii) promoting mutual trust and confidence for dialogue; (iii) engaging in
efforts through practical cooperation on various areas; (iv) ensuring the inclusive and
full participation of the ARF; (v) moving at a pace comfortable to all through the three
steps of promotion of CBM, PD, and Conflict resolution; and (vi) promoting the
principles of consultation and consensus, mutual respect of sovereignty, non-
interference, etc.

27.  The EEP from Japan noted the usefulness of the ARF as a framework for
discussions on setting the future rules and norms of the region. He highlighted the
importance of having inclusive mechanisms, which enable small and middle powers
to have leverage. Regarding the future of the ARF, he suggested that the ARF should
work as a think tank and identify linkages between the ARF and other regional bodies,
such as the CSCAP. Lastly, he emphasised the need to reach out to young people
and involve them in the discussion of the ARF EEPs.

28.  The EEP from China expressed concerns that there is a growing breakdown in
economic consensus both regionally and globally and growing dominant narratives for
the security of economies. He stressed that these narratives will erode the basis of
economic dynamics and, ultimately, the foundation of security.
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29. The EEP from the U.S. emphasised the need to establish an EEPs Action Plan
with the review of recommendations from the previous ARF EEPs meetings since
there have been no follow-up measures on past recommendations. He also suggested
having cross-pollination between the EEPs groups of the ADMM-Plus and the ARF.

30. The EEP from India underscored the uniqueness of the ARF as an inclusive
forum that supports dialogue, cooperation, and stability in the region. Moreover, she
expressed the view that it should move forward at a pace that is comfortable to all.
Lastly, for cross-pollination, she underlined the need to understand the way the
different mechanisms work first.

31. The EEP from the EU noted that economic relations are being instrumentalised,
politicised, and securitised by several countries. She added that interdependence is
usually asymmetrical, therefore, if one side starts to instrumentalise it, this will result
in problems. Furthermore, she noted the need for a mechanism to manage the
recommendations of the past Meetings of the EEPs. She also welcomed the idea of
bringing young leaders to the meeting.

32. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam commended the ideas, such as
strengthening linkages between the ARF and other mechanisms suggested in this
meeting, which can be discussed in the upcoming ARF ISG on CBMs and PD, and
hoped that the ARF Chair will clarify how to move forward.

33.  With regard to the recommendation to establish an ARF EEPs Action Plan, the
ASEAN Secretariat informed that there is a need to first review the TOR of the EEPs
and the Guidelines for the Operation of the EEPs, which were adopted in 2001 and
2004, to assess if the role and mandate of the EEPs are still relevant or require
expansion. It was noted that any recommendations should be forwarded to Track 1 for
their consideration and further action.

Session Ill: Women and Youth Experiences and Perspectives on Peace and Security

34. The EEP from New Zealand presented that the WPS agenda includes
prevention, participation, protection and relief/recovery and is comprised of 10 United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolutions that focus mainly on the participation of
women in peace processes and conflict resolution. New Zealand highlighted the peace
benefits of gender equality with more women'’s representation in peace and security
as it would bring about diminishing gender-based violence which is vital for economic
development.

35. In addition, the EEP from New Zealand shared that the youth continue to be
marginalised and stigmatised and added that a majority of YPS initiatives are based
on media literacy, prevention of violent extremism and civic engagement.
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36. The Meeting noted the need for more women’s participation in security, peace
and leadership roles. The Meeting further noted the perspectives on women and youth
in peace and security, including various countries’ efforts to empower women and
youth, to provide opportunities to upskill and reskill, and to also give them a voice in
peace and security efforts in the region.

37. The Meeting also noted the potential of utilising technology to raise awareness
and disseminate information on gender equality and acknowledged that more remains
to be done, particularly in conflict situations such as the situation in Gaza.

38. In addition, the Meeting noted the suggestion to encourage the participation of
young EEPs in the ARF EEPs Meetings, which would strengthen the ARF EEPS’
efforts to connect and engage with the youth and called for further efforts to advance
the WPS agenda at the national level and ARF to bring to attention the issue of
protection of women and girls affected by non-traditional issues such as from climate
change and cyber security.

39. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam recalled during its Chairmanship of ASEAN
in 2021, it had advanced the YPS agenda in recognition of the valuable contribution
that the youth can bring to conflict prevention and peacebuilding as future leaders of
the world.

40. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam shared that its commitment to WPS is
exemplified by the participation of female personnel of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces
(RBAF) in the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) since 2008. The EEP from Brunei
Darussalam added that it consistently sends two female personnel to participate in the
UNIFIL to provide additional perspective and skills to the mission and enhance the
overall holistic approach in the operations.

41. The EEP from Thailand also shared that Thailand is also active in the promotion
of WPS by involving more women in the military, and along with the EEPs from Timor-
Leste and Cambodia, deploys women for peacekeeping missions in conflict-ridden
areas such as Africa. Thailand called for more roles and responsibilities to be given to
women to foster peace and security, such as in the ADMM-Plus.

42. The EEP from Timor-Leste informed on its commitment to gender equality,
which is stipulated in its Constitution and has achieved progress in implementing its
goals to promote women and involving them by approving its National Action Plan for
WPS, which has achieved results such as training of mediators in which 49% are
women and training for civil servants in transformative leadership for gender equality.
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AGENDA 5: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES FOR PREVENTIVE
DIPLOMACY IN THE ASIA PACIFIC REGION

43. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam expressed the view that perceptions of PD
are diverse, which highlights the need for greater collaboration and engagement in
building trust and confidence. She noted that the progress of moving from CBMs to
the next stage of PD is slow. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam observed that it may
be due to the sensitivities of other ARF Participants in the transition, including
sovereignty and national-based concerns that could see PD be deemed as
interference. She added other key challenges, such as the conflict nuances in the
contemporary environment and the broadened spectrum of threats and domains, as
well as sophisticated strategies amidst the changing character of warfare.

44. The EEP from the Philippines highlighted that the ARF was conceived at a
different time and was of the view that PD should be regarded as a moral obligation
for ARF Participants. Meanwhile, the EEP from Pakistan highlighted the importance
of respecting the comfort level of countries in conflicts during conflict management.

45. The Meeting acknowledged the evolving complex security threat landscape
with cyber-attacks and cyber espionage on the increase. EEPs from Brunei
Darussalam, China and the Philippines shared the view that the emergence of non-
state actors has added to the complexities of the security landscape.

46. The EEP from China underscored that ARF Participants should work closely
together to explore a new path for common security. The EEP from China also called
for the governance of Al to ensure ARF Participants can seize opportunities and
manage the risks.

47. The EEP from Pakistan highlighted concerns about the role of the media that,
in its view, were used as mouthpieces of the various security narratives. Pakistan
added that this underlined the need to work closely with the media.

48. The EEP from Brunei Darussalam acknowledged that there are opportunities
ahead that could rejuvenate PD. These include reviewing the measures of PD and
promoting more Track 2-based gatherings, as well as connecting the Annual Security
Outlook (ASO) to practical exercise scenarios.

AGENDA 6: RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 16™ ARF EEPS MEETING

49. The Co-Chairs shared that they will circulate to the ARF EEPs the draft key
recommendations to be submitted to the ARF ISG on CBMs and PD.
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50. The Co-Chair from the ROK briefed on the draft of the key recommendation
from the 16" ARF EEPs Meeting based on the discussions during the Meeting. The
initial draft recommendations were as follows:

(i) To explore ways to strengthen the linkage and coordination between the ARF
and the ARF EEPs.

O The ARF Chair is encouraged to provide opportunities for the Co-Chairs of

the ARF EEPs Meeting to attend and brief on the ARF EEPs’ activities and
recommendations during relevant ARF Track-1 meetings such as the ARF
Inter-Sessional Support Group Meeting on CBMs and PD.

(i) To encourage the Co-Chairs of the ARF EEPs Meeting to report to the ARF on
the occasion of the 20" anniversary of the ARF EEPs, on the stocktaking of the
key recommendations made at the ARF EEPs meetings since its inception, with
a particular focus on institutional strengthening of the ARF EEPs.

(iii) To strengthen the ARF EEPs’ efforts to connect and engage with the youth in
recognition of the valuable contribution the youth can bring to conflict prevention
and peacebuilding as future leaders of the world.

(iv) To send out a clear and united message on the DPRK's destabilising activities,
and urge the DPRK to come back to the path of denuclearisation and for all
concerned parties to resume peaceful dialogue and continue working towards
a complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearisation of the Korean
Peninsula, and to realise lasting peace and stability in the Korean Peninsula.

(v) Cognisant of the opportunities of Al and its significant impact on regional
security, the ARF EEPs could address topics related to Al safety and security
issues in a more in-depth manner in future ARF EEPs meetings, as well as
consider the need to ensure proper safeguards and governance for Al.

(vi) To maintain the momentum of the discussion on Women, Peace and Security
(WPS) and Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) in developing regional and

international networks to promote a culture of peace, tolerance and intercultural
dialogue, and to promote a stable, secure and resilient region.

AGENDA 7: CONCLUDING SESSION

Co-Chairs’ Summary and Closing Remarks

51. The Co-Chairs expressed appreciation to all ARF EEPs, representatives and
observers for an engaging discussion throughout the Meeting. The Co-Chairs
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recognised the dynamic regional and global security challenges, such as the situation
in the South China Sea, Myanmar, the Middle East and the DPRK’s nuclear activities,
as well as human trafficking, cybersecurity, Al misuse and climate change. During the
Meeting, ARF Participants also highlighted the importance of ASEAN Centrality and
fortified political dialogue under ASEAN Centrality.

52. The Co-Chairs also noted the need to reflect and understand the new security
environment and the need to maintain the ARF’s norm and agenda-setting function
despite the myriad of challenges posed by emerging issues. The Co-Chairs also noted
the perspectives on women and youth in peace and security and the various efforts to
empower them and encourage their participation.

53. In addition, the speakers also raised the need to follow up and implement the
past recommendations and consensus made in the ARF EEPs, as well as the need to
revive the mandates of the EEPs on the TOR to make the ARF EEPS more relevant
and effective.

54.  The Co-Chair from Brunei Darussalam recalled the ARF paper for the ARF to
move to PD in 2013 and remarked at the time that not all ARF Participants were ready.
In this connection, the Co-Chair added that CBMs are still expected to continue, should
the move to PD be agreed upon.

Dates and Venue of the 171" ARF EEPs Meeting

55. The ROK and Malaysia will Co-Chair the 17" ARF EEPs Meeting during the
Inter-Sessional Year 2024-2025 in Kuala Lumpur. The Co-Chairs added further
information would be shared in due course.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

The following are the key recommendations of the 16" ARF EEPs Meeting:

() To explore ways to strengthen the linkage and coordination between the ARF and
the ARF EEPs.

o The ARF Chair is encouraged to provide opportunities for the Co-Chairs of the
ARF EEPs Meeting to attend and brief on the ARF EEPs’ activities and
recommendations during relevant ARF Track-1 meetings such as the ARF Inter-
Sessional Support Group Meeting on Confidence Building Measures and
Preventive Diplomacy (ISG on CBMs and PD) or the Senior Officials’ Meeting
(SOM).

(i) To encourage the Co-Chairs of the ARF EEPs Meeting to report to the ARF on the
occasion of the 20" anniversary of the ARF EEPs, on the stocktaking of the key
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recommendations made at the ARF EEPs meetings since its inception, with a

particular focus on institutional strengthening of the ARF EEPs.

o The ARF EEPs will offer professional opinions to ARF Track-1 upon request for
in-depth studies on a specific theme.

(iii) To strengthen the ARF EEPs’ efforts to connect and engage with the youth in
recognition of the valuable contribution the youth can bring to conflict prevention
and peacebuilding as future leaders of the world.

(iv) Cognisant of the opportunities of artificial intelligence (Al) and its significant impact
on regional security, the ARF EEPs could address topics related to Al safety and
security issues in a more in-depth manner in future ARF EEPs meetings, as well
as consider the need to ensure proper safeguards and governance for Al.

(v) To maintain the momentum of the discussion on Women, Peace and Security
(WPS) and Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) in developing regional and
international networks to promote a culture of peace, tolerance and intercultural
dialogue, and to promote a stable, secure and resilient region.

(vi) ARF EEPs could also consider establishing ad hoc virtual working groups to
discuss agreed topics of interest to the EEPs.
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