
Singapore’s Participation in the 
Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI)
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Singapore is committed to the PSI

• Member of the Operational Experts’ Group (OEG) since 2003

• Committed partner of the Asia-Pacific PSI Exercise Rotation (APER)
initiative

• Host of three PSI exercises (2005, 2009 and 2016) and one OEG
Meeting (2006)

• Actively participates in PSI events, including the OEG Meeting and
Mid-Level Political Meeting in 2016, and the first two APER exercises
hosted by the US and New Zealand in 2014 and 2015 respectively
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Ex Deep Sabre 2016 (XDS16)

• Conducted successfully from 26 to 30 Sep 2016

• Attended by over 800 participants from 21 countries, 
which included new and non-PSI endorsees

• Publicised in both local and foreign media
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Outcomes of XDS16
• Encouraged coordination between and within countries to

counter the proliferation of WMD

• Importance of timely, accurate, credible information for
countries to address counter-proliferation effectively

• Crucial to secure the entire proliferation supply chain,
including stopping proliferation at source

• Facilitated the sharing of best practices, experiences and
expertise to strengthen international and regional counter-
proliferation efforts
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• The TTX encouraged rich, fruitful discussions on policy 
trade-offs countries face in addressing counter-proliferation
– Participants shared that trade and economic interests, as well as 

resource constraints and legal liabilities, were key considerations when 
tackling proliferation scenarios

– Participants highlighted the importance of having established whole-
of-government procedures as well as timely sharing of actionable and 
credible information within and across countries

– The importance of securing every node in the proliferation supply 
chain, such as to engage industry partners

Outcomes of XDS16 TTX
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• The PORTEX comprised site visits and a Container 
Inspection Demonstration, where Singapore and the US 
demonstrated our respective container inspection 
procedures

• The PORTEX achieved the following objectives:
– Highlighted the importance of a whole-of-government approach 

towards counter-proliferation efforts 

– Facilitated the sharing of Chemical, Biological, Radiological and 
Nuclear (CBRN) capabilities and inspection best practices between 
Singapore and the US

Outcomes of XDS16 PORTEX
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• The LIVEX was a simulated maritime interdiction of a ship 
suspected of carrying WMD materials

• Australia, the Republic of Korea, Singapore and the US 
contributed assets to the LIVEX, and worked together to 
conduct a combined ship-storming operation via both air and 
sea

• The LIVEX was successful in: 
– Profiling participating navies’ maritime interdiction capabilities and 

projecting deterrence to would-be proliferators

– Allowing participating navies to sharpen their operational responses 
and contingency plans

Outcomes of XDS16 LIVEX

8



Singapore will be hosting 
the PSI OEG Meeting in 2017

• Scheduled for Q3 2017

– Likely end-Aug, to dovetail with Australia’s PSI Exercise Pacific 
Protector 2017

• This will be Singapore’s second OEG meeting – Singapore 
held an OEG meeting in 2006

• The OEG meeting will be an inter-agency effort focusing on 
pertinent counter-proliferation issues and we will release 
more information about it shortly
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Questions?
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