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A “model” legal agreement between two sovereign g g g
countries when foreign military relief assets 
(personnel and resources) are sent upon request by 
an Assisting State to an Affected State   an Assisting State to an Affected State.  
Voluntary: ARF members can choose to: 
1) Bilaterally agree to this agreement in its current form, or
2) Bilaterally negotiate additional or modified language 

based on this “model”, or ‘
3) Not use any type of binding, legal agreement) y yp g g g
The bilateral, legally binding agreement covers 
issues such as: taxes, interaction with local 
economy  discipline of forces  dispute resolution  economy, discipline of forces, dispute resolution, 
privileges and immunities.





June 2008: Proposal referenced in 15th ARF Chairman’s 
StatementStatement
Dec-April 2009: Presentations and discussion of general 
concept at ISM-Disaster Relief (Banda Aceh, Indonesia) 
and Seminar on Laws/Regulations of Military DR and Seminar on Laws/Regulations of Military DR 
(Beijing)
May 2009: 1st draft distributed
July 2009: 16th ARF take note of ongoing discussions
September 2009: ISM-Disaster Relief (Honolulu) In-
depth Discussion Groups review and revise 2nd draftdepth Discussion Groups review and revise 2 draft
November 2010: 3rd Draft distributed. Additional ARF 
comments
M h 2010  4th D ft di t ib t d  T ti  di dMarch 2010: 4th Draft distributed. Testing discussed.
July 2010: 17th ARF expresses additional support



1. Develop an appropriate testing method. 1. Develop an appropriate testing method. 
Perhaps through the ARF DiRex

2. Refine the text further based on testing g
participants’ feedback

3. Distribute Draft 5 for final ARF consideration.
4. ARF members use the arrangement, on a 

voluntary basis, in actual relief operations. y p
5. Text can be reviewed from time to time 

following additional ARF member feedback


