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Your Excellency, Ambassador Hamzah Thayeb, Director-General for Asia-Pacific and Africa Affairs;

Your Excellency, Ambassador Masafumi Ishii of Japan;

Your Excellency, Air Commodore Peter Stockwell of New Zealand;

Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all and on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia, DR. N. Hassan Wirajuda, allow me to convey my Government’s highest appreciation to all participants of the first ASEAN Regional Forum Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security. It is also my honor to extend my profound gratitude to the Government of Japan and the Government of New Zealand for co-hosting and co-chairing this important event with Indonesia.

I am equally privileged to have this opportunity to be with you this morning, with such prominent experts in the maritime community today. In particular, to share with you our perspectives on maritime security for the purpose of promoting mutual understanding and enhancing concrete and practical cooperation. This is because every single nation has different interpretations on the nature of the problems, challenges and threats of maritime security.  Some may define it from a traditional security perspective while others may approach it from a non-traditional angle to counter the newly emerging crimes on the sea.

Distinguished delegates,

         
Maritime security is indeed a very important issue in today’s world where commodities, oil and gas as well as other manufacture goods are traded using sea transportation.  The Straits of Malacca and Singapore for instance, are particularly relevant for its strategic position to link Asia and other parts of the world.  Around 50 thousand vessels pass these Straits annually with commodities at a value of US $ 200 billion.  Almost nearly half of these vessels bring in about 7 million oil daily transporting oil and gas commodities mostly to China, Japan and Republic of Korea. 

Indonesia has always attached great importance to the safety of navigation in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.  Being a littoral state in the region, we know exactly the economic consequences of insecurity of these Straits. They heavily affect our sea born trade as the insurance companies continue to raise their premium against any vessel sailing through these waters. 

Throughout our history, we have faced many challenges on the seas.  We believe that the mass area of waters throughout our archipelago should strengthen the fabrics of our Unitary State instead of weakening it. Therefore Indonesia’s top priority on the issue of maritime security is related to any activity that might adversely affect territorial integrity.  For this reason, Indonesia will continue to improve its capability in addressing threats to the safety of navigation in these particular areas in order to ensure maritime security in the broader region within our archipelago. 

We consider this as an important step as threat to maritime security, in Indonesia’s perspective should be seen in a holistic approach. This is important as threat to maritime security tend to go beyond a traditional security. They include, among others, smuggling of goods and people, illicit drugs and small arms.  Recently, we have also noticed the growing concern of other crimes because of natural-related crimes such as illegal logging and illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing using the vast maritime area as safe haven for their illegal acts.  Consequently, we should avoid focusing on certain threats of maritime security at the expense of other important aspects. 

Distinguished delegates,

As you are all aware, the Ministers during the 15th ARF in 2008 have endorsed the need for a continued focus and dialogue in the issue of maritime security and to continue to take concrete steps to cope with various maritime security issues. 

Furthermore, we also recognize that through ARF’s effort, more attention to the issue of maritime security is well deliberated, particularly on those issues related to sea piracy and armed robbery against ship at sea, and cooperative methods to prevent transnational crimes, terrorism, capacity building, training and information sharing. 
A case in point, is the issue of piracy off the coast of Somalia which has become an international concern and is far from being settled. Somalia in particular, remains elusive and the waters today are one of the world’s extremely dangerous zones. The violent acts of piracy and armed robbery against vessels off those shores and the serious threat those acts pose to the prompt, safe and effective delivery of humanitarian aid to Somalia. At the same time, the situation is also a hindrance for international navigation affecting the safe passage along commercial maritime routes as well as fishing in the waters.

Distinguished delegates, 

Maritime security has always been an important issue for Indonesia’s security policy. We also take into account the need of a close cooperation among states in tackling the challenges of maritime security issues using the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as a legal framework for action.
Being the Constitution of the Ocean, UNCLOS provides guiding principles for all activities pertaining to the use of the sea and ocean affairs, including international cooperation.  It also provides a strong legal basis for coastal states by virtue of their sovereignty and sovereign rights to take appropriate measures to deal with maritime threats. Furthermore, UNCLOS also provides legal basis for international navigation.
In light of this, and as a faithful party to the UNCLOS, Indonesia has played an active role in drafting a UN Security Council Resolution on Somalia addressing the concern on piracy. Throughout the negotiations, Indonesia is mindful that the draft resolution shall be consistent with international law, particularly UNCLOS, and shall further not envisage any modification of the existing carefully balanced international law of the sea which is encapsulated in the Constitution of the ocean.

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen, 
In conclusion, there have already been many discussions through workshops, dialogues, seminars and even conferences with maritime security as the main topic. Thus, we are fully aware and mindful that the threats, whether it is traditional or non-traditional in nature still persists. As a step forward, each coastal state should work together to assess the maritime security threat in the area, and provide a forum for dialogue and cooperation on maritime security, and followed by tactical and operational measures. 
Consequently, this First ARF Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security should be able to provide such means to foster constructive dialogue and consultation on political and security issues of common interest and concern, and to make significant contributions to efforts towards confidence-building and preventive diplomacy in the Asia-Pacific region. 
With these steps, we should be able to emphasize our efforts in building a common perception on threats and challenges in maritime security and building common steps to address issues of common concern on maritime security. Therefore, without trying to preempt the results of this meeting, I hope that the deliberations of this meeting could bring about tangible and practical cooperation conducted among others through continued practices or exercises by all participating countries of the ARF. 
I thank you.
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