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Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Perhaps I should begin by introducing myself. My name is T.M. Hamzah Thayeb and I am the new Indonesian ARF SOM Leader. I have just ended my assignment as Indonesian Ambassador to Australia and I am now currently the Director General for Asia Pacific and African Affairs. In my new capacity as ARF SOM Leader, I am honored and privileged to be working with you in strengthening further our cooperation within the ARF.

Let me therefore on behalf of the Government and people of Republic of Indonesia, bid all delegates of ARF participating countries are very warm welcome to this, the 1st ARF Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security. As this is the first meeting to discuss maritime security issues in the context of ARF since its endorsement at the fifteenth ARF in July last year, it is indeed an honor for Indonesia to co-chair this important gathering together with my distinguished colleagues from Japan and New Zealand.

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our region is facing a myriad of threats and challenges which, in recent years have shown an increased and a shift from traditional security to non-traditional security issues. This challenges and threats not only affect one particular country, but all countries in the region. Within the framework of ARF, it is worth noting that since its establishment in 1994, ARF has contributed to the maintenance of peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region. ARF has also made significant progress as a forum in addressing the current challenges by all participants together.

The issue of maritime security is one which we all share. In the past, we have conducted numerous deliberations on a wide spectrum of issues related to maritime security. 2003 was the beginning of our discussion on maritime security, particularly since the endorsement of the ARF Statement on Cooperation Against Piracy and other Threats to Maritime Security during the 10th ARF in Phnom Penh. Besides the ARF, it is also worth noting that maritime security issues have also been intensively discussed in various fora.

As such I believe that it is in our interest to bring these discussions and deliberations under one umbrella, which is this Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security. This newly established ISM was initiated during the ARF Roundtable Discussion on Stocktaking Maritime Security Issues held in Bali in 2007. You may recalled that Bali Roundtable called for concrete implementation of the recommendations and commitments made in this respect. Furthermore, in July 2008, during the 15th ARF Ministerial Meeting in Singapore, the Ministers envisioned and acknowledged the importance of addressing maritime security issues, and endorsed the establishment of this Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security. Pursuant to this, the ARF ISM-MS was established providing ARF participants with a forum to focus their discussion on an annual basis on maritime security issues and all aspects related to it under the framework of the ARF.
I am convinced that all of us here will dedicate our discussion in addressing maritime security issues in a comprehensive and inclusive manner and not merely limit it from the perspective of the archipelagic countries or littoral states. As mandated by the Ministers, let us make this first ARF ISM-MS to be the forum for more focused dialogues, concrete cooperation and assess the basic and common regional needs, capacity building, and developing practical forms of cooperation among concerned agencies of all ARF countries, while taking into account the rights of littoral states as well as the concerns of user states, in accordance with existing international law. 

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me take this opportunity to reiterate that Indonesia is firmly committed towards contributing and encouraging international cooperation in maritime security. We are seeking to strengthen our national capacity in this field, while sharing best practices and experiences as an archipelagic nation with the other ARF participants. 

I am particularly pleased to note that ARF has moved from mere discussion to more concrete and practical cooperation including exchanges of information in maritime security. Only through our collective endeavor in collaborating measures to address these matters can ARF play a significant role in assisting in capacity-building and sharing of best practices and lessons learned among its participants.

It is my sincere hope through fruitful discussion this Meeting could provide an added value to our common efforts in addressing maritime security issues within the ARF. Now is the time for us to embark with concrete actions in addressing our common challenges in the field of maritime security in this region. 

I now declare the First ARF Inter-Sessional Meeting on Maritime Security open.

Thank you.

