
America’s Maritime First Responder 
U.S. Coast Guard 
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Coast Guard Resources and Personnel 

54 Airplanes 
1,850 Small Boats 

143 Helicopters 

42,400 Active Duty 
6,900 Reservists 
7,900 Civilians 

30,000 Auxiliarists 
247 Cutters 

26 Specialized 
Teams 



Coast Guard Layered Strategy 
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Territorial Sea 

EEZ 

High Seas 

200 NM 

12 NM 

Fed/ State/Local 

Partnerships 
 

 Internal Waters & Ports 

Foreign Countries 

International Port Security Program Country Visits & 

Container Security Initiative 

MSTA Regulated Facilities 

Captain of the Port 

Controls Port Access 
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24 NM Contiguous Zone 

Joint Ops – 

Combining Unique 

Capabilities & 

Authorities 
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http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OCA/AirStations and Aircraft Page/Aircraft Platforms/HH65_page.htm


Ports, Waterways and Coastal 
Security 

Maritime Security 

•Harbor Patrols 
•Maritime Security Plans 



Drug Interdiction 

Maritime Security 



Alien Migrant Interdiction 

Maritime Security 



Piracy 

Maritime Security 



Defense Readiness 

• Maritime Interception Operations 

• Military Environmental Response  

• Port Operations, Security, and Defense 

• Coastal Sea Control 

• Peacetime Military Engagement 

 

Maritime Security 



Search and Rescue 

50,000 calls per year 

Maritime Safety 



Humanitarian Assistance 
Disaster Response 

Maritime Safety 



Marine Safety 

• Regulation 

• Education 

• Inspection 

Maritime Safety 



Aids to Navigation 

•World’s largest Aids 
to Navigation system 

•Over 50,000 buoys, 
fixed markers, and 

lighthouses 

Maritime Stewardship 



Marine Environmental 
Protection 

•Prevent and respond to oil 
and hazardous substance 

spills 

Maritime Stewardship 



Arctic Operations 
Ice Operations 

Maritime Stewardship 



•Domestic Fisheries 
Enforcement 

Living Marine Resources 

Maritime Stewardship 



Exclusive Economic Zone 

Maritime Stewardship 



Deepwater Horizon Response 

•Fire and explosion on 
Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit 
Deepwater Horizon resulted 
in oil spill 

•First declared Spill of 
National Significance in U.S. 
History 

•USCG designated Federal 
On Scene Coordinator 

•Multiple entities engaged 
and directed under Incident 
Command System 



Maritime Operational 
Threat Response (MOTR) 

•U.S. coordination mechanism to respond to threats 
that occur in the maritime environment and cross 
existing lines of jurisdiction or capability 

•All involved parties work together through video 
teleconferences and telephone calls to discuss the issue 
and work together to achieve a desired national 
outcome 

•Used for events such as the pirating of a U.S. flagged 
vessel or the enactment of bilateral law enforcement 
agreements 
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Semper Paratus 


