
Review of the Practicability of Recommendations of the
ARF Experts and Eminent Persons (EEPs)
1. The First Plenary Meeting of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) Experts and Eminent Persons (EEPs) was held in Jeju, Korea on June 29-30, 2006. The Co-Chairs’ Summary Report of the First Plenary Meeting, which includes eight policy recommendations, was reported to the 13th Ministerial Meeting in July 2006. The Ministers noted the recommendations regarding the future course of the ARF and the role of the EEPs as contained in the Co-Chairs Summary Report and also requested the Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) to consider the recommendations and submit its assessment of their practicability to the next ARF Ministerial Meeting. 
2. Consistent with this request to consider the practicability of the recommendations of the EEPs, the Republic of the Philippines and the Republic of Korea co-hosted the Second Meeting of the ARF EEPs in Manila on 5-6 February 2007. The theme of the meeting was on “Multilateral Security Cooperation in Northeast Asia” with the aim of exploring possible methods of enhancing regional security cooperation in Northeast Asia. The meeting proved to be timely in the light of the 13 February 2007 agreement made at the Six-Party Talks on the initial implementation of the 19 September 2005 Joint Statement. Furthermore, during the Second Meeting, the EEPs made recommendations for Six-Party Talks participants and other interested ARF participants to utilize ARF meetings as opportunities to hold separate meetings on various security issues in Northeast Asia. The Meeting also agreed that the ARF can and should contribute to multilateral security in Northeast Asia and the wider East Asian region.
3. The ARF ISG on CBMs and PD of the 2006-2007 inter-sessional year at its meeting in Helsinki on 28-30 March 2007 discussed the practicability of the eight recommendations made by the EEPs during their First Plenary Meeting and had an initial exchange of views.
4. The 14th ARF SOM in Manila on 25 May 2007 continued discussions on the practicability of the eight recommendations and reached the following conclusions:
A. “Commission the EEPs as a vision group for the ARF to propose innovative ideas on the future development of the ARF, including proposals for institutional innovation and capacity-building.”
· Acknowledge the valuable role of the EEPs as a vision group to elaborate on innovative ideas regarding the future direction of the ARF as the primary function envisaged from the early stages of the EEPs process and that the EEPs bring with them professional expertise and fresh perspectives to raise new topics for discussion within the ARF which will help vitalize and provide thrust to the ARF process.  In this regard, the ARF may consider assigning the EEPs to study and propose innovative ideas on the future development of ARF including institutionalization of the ARF.
· Note that providing a forward looking vision for the future of the ARF is a fundamental task of the EEPs, and thus this should be pursued by the entirety of the EEPs and the most appropriate venue for conducting this task is the Plenary Meetings in which all EEPs participate. In this regard, smaller and separate vision groups within the EEPs may not be necessary.    
· Agree that such Plenary Meetings may be convened by the ARF, if and when appropriate and necessary.
B. “Integrate the EEPs into the ARF mechanism, and have them play an advisory role at the ARF Meetings such as ISGs, as well as utilize selected EEPs individually, as envisaged in the EEP Guidelines, more actively in fact-finding missions, as special envoys, etc.”
· Note that the conduct of EEP activities are covered by the Co-Chairs’ Paper on the Terms of Reference for the ARF EEPs adopted at the 8th ARF in 2001 and the Guidelines for the Operation of the ARF EEPs approved at the 11th ARF in 2004.  In particular, the Guidelines state that the ARF EEPs are “to provide non-binding and professional views or policy recommendations to the ARF through the ARF Chair, or to serve as resource persons to the ARF on issues of relevance to their expertise.”  
· Acknowledge that integrating EEPs into the ARF meetings has not yet been fully explored considering the diverse composition of the EEPs (i.e. from Track I and Track II) and that EEPs do not necessarily represent official or government positions.
· Note the participation of other Track II participants (CSCAP, ASEAN-ISIS) in the ARF ISG in Helsinki in March 2007 which has proved to be useful in bringing a broader perspective to the meeting and enhancing outreach.
· Agree that the participation of EEPs in the ARF process could provide similarly constructive results and strongly requests participating countries to positively take this option into consideration for upcoming ARF Meetings, by the ARF Chair, as and when necessary and appropriate. 
C. “Mobilize the EEP resources to deliberate on salient regional security issues such as the Northeast Asia security dilemma and disarmament”
· Emphasize that the EEPs are well fit to discuss sensitive and salient security issues since they do not necessarily represent official government positions, which may enable the EEPs to speak without constraint and thus touch upon sensitive core security issues in the region. 
· Recognize the Second ARF EEPs Meeting held in Manila on February 5-6, 2007 as a good example of mobilizing EEP resources to deliberate on specific regional security issues and assessed this meeting as successful in nurturing discussions on salient regional security issues, including on Northeast Asian security cooperation and producing substantial recommendations. The Ministers requested SOM to submit an assessment of the practicability of the recommendations of the 2nd ARF EEP Meeting in time for their 15th ARF Ministerial Meeting,
· Agree that the mobilization of EEP resources to discuss regional security issues of common concern is practicable and encourage other participating countries to utilize this framework for other regional and international security issues of common concern. In this regard, EEPs are also not expected to discuss bilateral issues.
· Encourage that the EEPs represented at a particular meeting are familiar and/or have the relevant experience with the subject at hand. 
D. “Conduct desk top and scenario-based planning exercises for the ARF on subjects such as international terrorism, maritime security, disaster management, pandemics and peace-keeping operations”
· Emphasize that desk-top and scenario-based planning exercises are useful in confidence-building in the ARF and promotes inter-operability among the relevant agencies/bodies in ARF countries.
· Encourage the EEPs participating and/or proposing ARF desk top and scenario-based planning exercises 
· Note with satisfaction the results of the Maritime Security Shore Exercise hosted by Singapore in February 2007 and express hope for more exercises to be conducted within the ARF in this regard.
· Also note that when the ARF Fund is fully operational, supporting such projects through the Fund may be considered.

E. “Distinguish the role and functions of the EEPs from those of Track I (e.g., ISG) and Track II (e.g., CSCAP and ASEAN-ISIS)
· Recall that the “Concept Paper on Enhancing Ties between Track I and Track II in the ARF, and between the ARF and other Regional and International Security Organizations” adopted at the 13th ARF states that the ARF “will consider the EEPs as its major Track II resources for studying possible links/overlaps between Track II recommendations and those of Track I activities and pursuing deeper discussions on a particular issue(s), including on Preventive Diplomacy.” 
· Reaffirm that the EEPs is a Track II mechanism which receives its mandate directly from Track I and thus is different in nature from Track I or other Track II mechanisms. Also note that the EEPs do not discuss the entire scope of activities of the ARF as comprehensively as the ISG, but rather focus on select issues according to the given mandate by the ARF. 
· The EEPs close ties to Track I accord it a different role compared to Track II mechanisms.  Coordination between EEP activity and that of other forums such as CSCAP and ASEAN-ISIS is encouraged to ensure complementarity. We acknowledge that the ARF can benefit from parallel activities done by such forums in accordance with the Concept Paper on Enhancing Ties between Track I and Track II in the ARF, and between the ARF and other Regional and International Security Organizations” adopted at the 13th ARF.
F. “Hold EEP meetings at regular intervals, annually or biannually, to discuss recommendations concerning pragmatic measures in ARF areas of focus in confidence building and preventive diplomacy” 

· Agree that holding meetings at regular intervals, such as annually or every two years, is a possibility that is still under consideration and that, at present, the only principle for holding of meetings would be according to the tradition of the ARF, which is the voluntary hosting of meetings by interested parties.
· Agree that EEP meetings be set in advance to ensure good participation and productive discussions.
· Note that when the ARF Fund is fully operational, support for EEP meetings through the Fund may be also considered.

G.  “Appoint a liaison officer or secretary to maintain contact among the EEPs”
· With the creation of the ARF Unit in the ASEAN Secretariat, the ARF Chair manages the ARF Register of Experts and Eminent Persons by requesting the Unit to maintain the Register following the updates the Chair has received from ARF participants.  This updated Register may be made available at ARFNet that the ARF EEPs may use to maintain contact among themselves. The ARF Chair, directly or through the ARF Unit, may also facilitate the further contact and exchange of information among the EEPs.   
H. “Appoint a section in the ARF website to publicize the works of the EEPs and exchange information”
· The ARF Unit of the ASEAN Secretariat may make the resources of the ARFNet available for the ARF EEPs to publicize their work and exchange information subject to guidelines agreed to by ARF participants. In this regard, the Ministers requested the ARF Unit draft these guidelines for consideration of SOM.
· Recognize that ARFNet resources for information and publication purposes should be made available to all the members of the ARF Register of Experts and Eminent Persons.
5. The ARF SOM recognizes that the ARF EEPs is a unique mechanism which has not yet been fully shaped but which shows significant potential in providing innovative visions and direction for the future of the ARF, playing advisory roles and leading discussions on sensitive regional security issues. 
6. In accordance with the above assessments, the ARF SOM recommends that the Ministers continue to express their interest in and provide support for the EEPs.
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