ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM

EXPORT LICENSING EXPERTS MEETING

17 – 18 NOV 05, SINGAPORE

BEST PRACTICES IN EXPORT CONTROL LICENSING

Export licensing experts from ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) met in Singapore, 17 – 18 November 2005, to exchange national experiences and identify strategies which the ARF can recommend to enhance export licensing capacity in the region. In this regard, and consistent with UNSC Resolution 1540 (2004), participants identified the following best practices to be submitted to the ARF SOM for consideration of adoption.

· An export control system that is in harmony with international practices so as to minimize the uncertainty to industry from having to adjust to different national regulatory requirements of their trading partners.

· Comprehensive export control laws and regulations which enable export control authorities to implement the licensing requirements to control the transfers of items, technology and related services, including violations and penalties.

· Transparent regulations to ensure that legitimate trade is facilitated by minimizing the regulatory burden in complying with the export control law.

· Effective and transparent licensing organization and processes to ensure adequate review of license applications for nonproliferation and other security reasons.

· Licensing authorities would have procedures, databases, and watch lists for evaluating parties involved in transfers, paying particular attention to those considered to be suspicious, unreliable, or presenting a high risk of diversion.
· Processes to ensure that technical experts, intelligence experts and policy officials from all government agencies have the knowledge and opportunity to evaluate licence applications for proliferation and other security concerns. 
· Procedures to confirm, as appropriate, the legitimacy of stated end-users and end-uses.

· Procedures to confirm, as appropriate, that licensed items have reached their stated end-users and are being used for their approved end-use.

· Outreach to industry to ensure awareness of obligations and to encourage self-compliance as well as seek feedback on licensing procedures.
· Assist industry in identifying whether or not their goods and technology are controlled under the national control list. 
· Information-sharing with other governments, as appropriate, to enhance international efforts against proliferation, while protecting the confidentiality of commercial information. 
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