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LG Wei Fenghe, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, PLA, PRC

BHMEFELLE | #4YFE%E : Mr. Chairman, dear colleagues,
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I'm truly delighted today to gather with you in the beautiful city of Surabaya and exchange
views on global and regional security issues. | must say I'm deeply impressed by the natural
beauty, hospitable people and the professional organization of our host nation Indonesia.
According to the agenda, | now would like to share my thoughts on regional security
architecture.
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Today’s world is undergoing significant development, transformation and
reorientation. Peace, development and cooperation remain the call of the era. While the
world is moving towards multi-polarized politically and integrated economically, the

international situation, generally speaking, continues to be peaceful and stable. The
prevailing human aspiration is peace, not war; collaboration, not confrontation.
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The present security environment in Asia-pacific region is stable but a number of threats
and challenges could not be ruled out. Cold-war mentality and power politics still find their
place. Certain regional hot-button issues remain volatile. Terrorism, secessionism and
extremism continue to be fairly rampant. Economic security, information security, food

security, climate change, public health and other global challenges are more pressing



than before. Faced with new threats and challenges, we must work together for joint
repsonse with mutual respect, rather than wrangle or fight with each other. We must
cross the river by rowing together, instead of pushing one another off the board.
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ASEAN Regional Forum is the region’s most represented and inclusive multilateral
architecture. It has been playing a robust role in fostering understanding and trust and ensuring
security and stability in the region. As a new conduit, the ADMM Plus adds new vitality to
practical security cooperation in this region. With a view to further improve regional security
frameworks that facilitate regional security and stability, | would propose as follows:
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First, to enable common security through better dialogues and coordination. Though
Asian-Pacific nations differ from each other in their political system, history, culture or tradition,
they all share the pursuit of peace, collaboration and development. A well established
perception of common security is the foundation for countries to engage in better dialogues and
cooperation and build mutual strategic trust. The New Security Cconcept advocated all along
by China emphasizes that the security of one nation is not in isolation. We argue that it is
undesirable to seek security of one country at the cost of the security of another. It is necessary
to abandon a unilateral approach to security and discard any cold-war mentality or zero-sum
games. Based on equality and trust, countries should develop a stable regional security
architecture, with which their historical or realistic differences and frictions are appropriately

settled through dialogues and negotiations It is in such a way that common security is realized.
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Second, to maximize effectiveness through coordination among different mechanisms. In
line with the changing situations in the recent years, countries have explored and developed
new areas or models of security cooperation. They have helped diversity ways and means of
collaboration. Operating at different levels and focusing on different areas, the current
cooperation mechanisms all find their niche places. However, there is still room for better
communication and coordination among them, so that they could complement each other and
eventually joint force together towards the common objective of peace and stability in Asia
pacific. Security cooperation under ARF still needs better inter-state, interagency
communication and coordination. We should try to make concrete progress in policy guidance
and relevant legislation that would improve security cooperation.
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Third, to respond to common challenges through prioritizing areas of common concems.
Regional security cooperation is an important multilateral avenue to address problems of
common concem. We applause at the consensus reached in last year's ADMM Plus that
identified HADR, military medicine, maritime security, counterterrorism and peacekeeping as
the five prioritized areas of cooperation. We do not agree to bring bilateral issues such as
territorial or jurisdictional disputes into any multilateral forum. Only areas in which broad

cooperation is possible are prioritized, could the cooperation mechanism truly serve as a
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platform and move forward, with practical and tangible products.
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Fourth, to enhance regional cooperation through strengthened leadership of ASEAN. The
purpose of any regional security architecture is to forge friendship, build cooperation and solve
problems, not to create troubles, exaggerate differences or make mutual accusations.
Characterized by mutual respect for sovereignty, non-interference, consensus in decision
making and accommodation of comfort level, the ASEAN way is proved to be widely
recognized and fairly effective. China will continue as always to work with ASEAN and support
ASEAN's leading role in regional cooperation. China believes that internal affairs of ASEAN
shall be left to ASEAN nations to address through negotiations. Any extemal intervention does
no good to regional peace and stability.
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My dear colleagues, as an Asian-pacific country, China shares its destiny closely with alll
other nations in this region. For years, we have never wavered in working together with other
Asian-Pacific nations to render constructive contribution to regional peace and stability. China’s
development is not possible if without Asia-pacific. China’s development is also indispensable
to the prosperity of Asia-pacific. China will unswervingly follow the path of peaceful
development and uphold a defensive defense policy. “To be a trustworthy friend and good

neighbor”, “to warship and cherish peace” are both parts of traditional Chinese values.
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Expansion or hegemony is not part of our culture or heritage. It is not our intention to challenge
the security interests of other nations, or to reincarate the western tradition in which hegemony
is a natural result of strength. We will by no means strengthen ourselves through invasion,
expansion, wars or colonialism. No matter now or in the future, no matter how developed China
would become, China never seeks hegemony or military expansion. This has been China’s
solemn pledge to the world.
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Dear colleagues, peace and stability in Asia-pacific is the shared obligation of the
governments and people of all countries including China in this region. Let us work together to
contribute our due share for a safe and harmonious Asia Pacific.

AR | Thank you!



