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POACHING AND ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
 2013 Transnational Organized Crime threat Assessment for the 
Asia‐Pacific region estimated the value of illegal wildlife trade at 
USD 2.5 billion

 Value of illegal wildlife trade in Indonesia up to IDR 10 billion/year

 Within SE Asia, a significant amount of this trade starts from 
Indonesia, one of the world’s top 10 ‘megadiverse’ countries and 
the largest supplier of wildlife products in Asia, both legal and 
illegal

 Indonesia is also becoming an important transit point for the 
illegal wildlife trade from Africa to East Asia, such as African Ivory

 Potentially leading to a decrease in Indonesia’s biodiversity

 Triggering on poaching and illegal use of protected species with 
high economic values



POACHING AND ILLEGAL WILDLIFE TRADE
 Common poached and illegally traded species:

 Sumatran Rhinoceros (Critically Endangered),

 Sumatran Tigers (Critically Endangered), 

 Asian Elephants (Endangered), and 

 Sunda Pangolin (Critically Endangered)

 Sea turtle (Critically Endangered)

 Some reptiles species: Pythons, Cobra 
(Vulnerable)  camouflaged with legal trade



DRIVERS AND TRIGGERING FACTORS

 Human‐Animal Conflicts  wildlife is victimized
 Socio‐economic factors (population growth; poverty; limited job 
opportunities)  local people are forced to engage in illegal 
activities for subsistence and additional incomes;

 High demand of wildlife and its product in illegal markets
growing overseas markets, e.g. In East Asia for Traditional 
Chinese Medicine and Exotic Foods

 Ineffective control and law enforcement 
 limited law enforcement personnels, 

 archipelagic geographic setting   porous national borders
 Lack of understanding regarding laws and enforcement 

procedures

 Poor public awareness on wildlife conservation  not sufficient 
campaign



WILDLIFE CRIME
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PROBLEMS WITH BIODIVERSITY RICHNESS  AND 
GEOGRAPHIC SETTING ILLEGAL TRADES

 Over‐exploitation  problem on sustainable harvesting, where quota 
for legal harvest are often exceeded;

 Camouflage with legal trade (Illegal trade in Appendix‐II species):

 Indonesia sets harvest and export quotas at precautionary levels, and 
in many instances below the sustainable level (because of the lack of 
scientific findings)

 Quota is voluntary, and not all countries set quota

 International demand is high (legal and illegal)

 Legislation gap at regional level

 Enforcement gap at regional level



ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING



National Efforts taken to reduce the problems
 Strengthen protection of the species:

 Strengthen the legal systems  Amendment of Conservation Law 
increase the penalties on wildlife crimes 

 Increase effectiveness of law enforcement
 Recruit addditional RANGERS and strengthen their capacity through regular 

training, etc.
 Build collaboration with local community and NGOs through development of 

many ANTI‐POACHING UNITS: RPUs, TPUs, CRUs
 Build collabration with other law enforcement agencies  Police, Customs
 Developing wildlife forensic system  designate reference laboratory  

 Strengthen protection of the habitat:
 Increase the management effectiveness of Protected Areas
 Build Wildlife Corridors and Connectivity to reduce human‐wildlife 
conflict

 Strengthen legal wildliife trade control to reduce unsustainable  
and illegal trade  



 Conservation Response 
Unit (CRU) to help mitigate 
human‐elephant conflicts

 Well‐trained Rhino Protection 
Units (RPUs), community‐
based anti poaching and law 
enforcement team



2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Kasus TSL 89 38 43 56 52 23
Kasus P21 60 34 39 43 37 8
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Wildlife cases in Indonesia 2009‐2014
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SOME SUCCESS STORIES ON ENFORCEMENT

Success due to good collaboration 
between enforcement and regulatory 
agencies (MoEF, Indonesia National 

Police, etc)



 To strengthen the regional network in wildlife law 
enforcement   (National Police, Customs, Quarantine, 
Attorney and Rangers)

 To strengthening the network with international partners 
in wildlife law enforcement INTERPOL,  UNODC, NGO’s)

 Extend bilateral cooperation (Indonesia&Vietnam; 
Indonesia&USA)

 To propose joint intelligent operations and joint patrols
along the prioritized shared borders

 To prioritize wildlife crime as regional and national issues
 To exchange information on wildlife trafficking among 

ASEAN countries 
 To exchange programme in wildlife enforcement

RECOMMENDATION ON THE FUTURE PLANS FOR
ASEAN REGION


