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• SEAFDEC – SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

• RPOA – REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION TO PROMOTE 
RESPONSIBLE FISHING PRACTICES 
 

• WCPFC – WESTERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC 
FISHERIES COMMISSION 
 

• CCSBT – COMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 
SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 
 

• IOTC – INDIAN OCEAN TUNA COMMISSION 



Indian Ocean Tuna Stock Status 2015 

The stock status changed as a direct result of the large and 
unsustainable catches of yellowfin tuna taken over the last three 

(3) years. 



Indian Ocean Billfish Stock Status 2015 



Indian Ocean Neretic Tuna and 
Mackerel Stock Status 2015 



Indian Ocean Shark Stock Status 2015 



Indian Ocean Turtles and Seabirds 
Stock Status 2015 



State of the Stocks 
• 24 species of marine life (tuna – birds) 

 
– 12 are unknown (grey): require precautionary 

approach 

– 6 are overfished: Yellowfin tuna is overfished by 
94%, Striped  Marlin is overfished by 60% 

– 4 are not overfished 

– 2 are subject to overfishing 

 

• 1996 IOTC was established: 20 years 

• 20 years and yet Indian Ocean is overfished 

 

 



Why the persistence (1) 

• Lack of strong legally binding international 
instruments 

• Lack of criminalization of own nationals 
engaging IUUF in areas beyond national 
jurisdictions 

• Area of enforcement is very large 

 

 



Vast Area of IOTC 



Why the persistence (2) 

• High cost of fisheries enforcements 

• Resource constraints of maritime agency of IORA 
countries 

• Rising Middle Class: Rising Demand 

• Global network of IUUF criminals, such as MV 
Viking 

 

 



MV VIKING: IUUF VESSEL OF NIGERIAN FLAG. 1322 GT 
UNDER INTERPOL NOTICE  
CHANGED NAME : 13 TIMES 
CHANGED FLAGS  : 12 TIMES 
CHANGED CALL SIGN : 8 TIMES 
INTERNATIONAL CREW: CHILEAN CAPTAIN 
EQUIPPED WITH 399KM FISH-NET 
AREA OF OPERATION:  
THE OCEANS OF PLANET EARTH 



MV VIKING: IUUF VESSEL OF NIGERIAN FLAG 
ARRESTED 12.5 NM FROM INDONESIAN BASELINES IN WHILE 
WAITING TO BE REPAIRED IN A NEARBY PORT 



THE END OF MV VIKING 



IUUF IS ON GLOBAL AGENDA 



GOAL 14 

• By 2020 (in 4 years time) 

 

• Effectively regulate harvesting and end 
overfishing, illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing and destructive fishing 
practices 

 

• implement science-based management plans, 
in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest 
time feasible 



IUUF AND TOC 

 

• Benjina Case 

• 700 Myanmar citizens enslaved in fishing 
industries for years 

• Companies are FDI  

• Shell companies based in BVI 



IUUF AND TOC 



Possible New Measures 

1. Ratification of PSMA by the regional countries 

2. Regionalized PSMA into regional norms 

3. Regional Instruments  

1. only to fight IUUF 

2. Not to manage stocks 

3. Enhanced Coordination and Information Sharing 

4. Create law enforcement cooperation 

4. Fisheries Inspectors Training and Forum 

5. Involve Fishing Entities and markets 

 


