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Asia-Pacific, a hotspot for EIDs  
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Figure 3: Global distribution of relative risk of an EID event. 
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Human infection with avian influenza A(H7N9) 
as of 18 August 2014 

• First detected in April 
2013 

• ERF grading: 2 

• Globally, 451 cases and 
171 deaths 
– Majority of cases from 

mainland China 

– Ten cases reported by Hong 
Kong CHP 

– Four cases reported by 
Taipei CDC 

– One case reported by 
Malaysia MOH 
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As of 18 Aug 2014, n = 451 cases 
including 171 deaths (CFR: 38%) 
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MERS-CoV, Global 2012 – 2014 
as of 18 August 2014 

• 839 laboratory 
confirmed cases 
reported from 21 
countries 

• 294 deaths (CFR 35%) 

• Median age 46 

• 63% of cases (515/815) 
are male 

• 27% reported as 
healthcare workers 
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Ebola virus disease (EVD) Outbreak 
as of 21 August 2014 
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2615 cases and 

1427 deaths 
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• 12 February 2014, first 
H7N9 human case 
reported. 

• 14 April 2014, first MERS-
CoV case, returning from 
an Umrah pilgrimage in 
KSA, reported.  

Malaysia: First imported cases of H7N9 and MERS-CoV 
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SARS and the economy 
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IHR (2005) as a Global Instrument  

• A global legal framework for protecting 
global public health security 

• A shared risk management for a 
shared vulnerability, calling for  

– regional and international alert and 
response systems 

– national surveillance and response 
systems (IHR core capacities) 

• In force since June 2007 

– 7 years of implementation 
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“PHEIC” (Public Health Emergency of International Concern)  

4 diseases that shall be notified  polio 
(wild-type polio virus), smallpox, human 
influenza new subtype, SARS.  

Disease that shall always lead to 
utilization of the algorithm: cholera, 
pneumonic plague, yellow fever, VHF 
(Ebola, Lassa, Marburg), WNF, others….  

Q1: public health impact serious? 

Q2: unusual or unexpected? 

Q3: risk of international spread? 

Q4: risk of travel/trade restriction? 

Insufficient information: reassess 



Procedural requirements  
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EIS login by WPR countries, 15 June 2007 to 30 June 2014 
(Login by country counted only once per day) 

EIS logins by WPR Countries, 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014  
(Login by Country counted only once per day) 

• Most Member States 
regularly use EIS 

• Over 3000 logins 
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Activation of IHR Emergency Committee 

• Pandemic (H1N1) 2009: The first declared 
public health emergency of international 
concern (PHEIC) under  
IHR (2005), 25 April 2009 

• MERS-CoV 2012: The IHR Emergency 
Committee met six times between  
July 2013–June 2014 

• Polio: The second declared PHEIC on  
5 May 2014 – the current international 
spread of wild poliovirus  

• Ebola: The IHR Emergency Committee, 
convened on 6 – 7 August, 2014, advice the 
DG that the EVD constitutes a PHEIC 
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APSED as a Regional Tool  

• The Asia Pacific Strategy for 
Emerging Diseases (APSED)  

– A bi-regional tool to help two 

WHO Regions (SEAR and WPR) 

meet IHR core capacity 

requirements 

– A common framework highlighting 

a shared vision and a set of agreed 

priorities 

• Developed in 2005 and updated 
in 2010 (endorsed by RCM) 
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Focus Areas of APSED 

APSED (2005) 
1. Surveillance and Response 

2. Laboratory 

3. Zoonoses 

4. Infection Control 

5. Risk Communication 

 

 

APSED (2010) 
1. Surveillance, Risk Assessment 

and Response 

2. Laboratory 

3. Zoonoses 

4. Infection Prevention and Control 

5. Risk Communication 

6. Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness 

7. Regional Preparedness, Alert and 
Response 

8. Monitoring and Evaluation  

 

APSED addressing 

cross-cutting issues 
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IHR Extension – Western Pacific 
(As of 12 July 2014) 
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IHR Status: Requests for extension 
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IHR Core Capacities: Regional Progress 
(as of 12 July 2014) 



• 12 countries have FET/P 

program, of which 6 have 

started since 

APSED(2005) including: 

– 2 FETP: Viet Nam, 

Singapore 

– 4 FET: 

• Lao People’s 

Democratic Republic 

• Mongolia 

• Cambodia 

• Papua New Guinea  
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program) 
FETP (Conventional 

program) 
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FET/P: key achievements 
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Laboratory preparedness for MERS-CoV in WPR 

21 

Category Proportion % 

In-country molecular testing in place 16/19 84 

  Immediately ready to test     

    1 – 50 samples 7/16   

    > 50 samples 9/16   

  Laboratories having tested suspected samples 8/16   

  Participated in an EQA for MERS-CoV 10/16   

In-country testing not available but via referral 3/19 16 

• 21-question web-based survey; voluntary and confidential 
• 22 national-level laboratories in 19 countries invited; 19 participated. 
• Conducted over the past month 

WPR Member States have capacity to test for MERS-CoV at national level or have a 
referral system in place, however, performance of testing needs to be determined. 
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Emergency Operation Centres 

EOC = facilities + functions 

EOC room 
renovated: 

Cambodia, Lao 
PDR, Mongolia, 

Viet Nam 

Equipment 
installation in 
process: Lao 

PDR and 
Mongolia  

EOC SOP 
developed: 
Cambodia,  
Lao PDR 

EOC activated 
during 
outbreaks:  

• Dengue in Lao 
PDR 

• Measles in  
Viet Nam 
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Regional event-based surveillance 

Reported Events 
2008–2009† 2009–2010 2010–2011 2011–2012 2012–2013 2013–2014 

n = 206 n = 218 n = 357 n = 297 n = 222 n = 295 

Infectious 
Diseases* 

142 174 206 114 71 61 

Animal H5N1** 35 26 136 86 305 222 
Disasters and 
others*** 

16 9 7 92 50 12 

Chemical 13 9 8 2 1 0 

Information source of initial reports 

Unofficial(e.g. 
Media reports) 

147 162 203 100 62 41 

Official(e.g. IHR 
NFPs, WHO COs) 

59 56 154 194 160 254 

 
†   Fiscal year for TAG(technically advisory group meeting): July – Next June 
*   Excluding animal avian influenza events 

** Based on FAO report since 2012 

** Others include 'Pharmaceutical-related', 'Unknown', and 'Food-related'; Monitoring and reporting of disaster events 
became formalized mid 2011 and in 2013 became further modified based on the official Centre for Research on the 
Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) criteria 
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WPRO’s Response to Outbreaks & Emergencies 

• WHO Emergency Response 
Framework (ERF):  

– H7N9 in China, 2013 (Grade 2) 

– Dengue in Lao PDR, 2013 (Grade 1) 

– Typhoon Haiyan(Yolanda) in 
Philippines, 2013 (Grade 3) 

– Solomon Islands flooding, 2014 
(Grade 1) 

• WPRO Emergency Operations 
Centre (EOC) 
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Summary 

• International/Regional collaboration are 
often required 

– Asia Pacific as a hotspot 
– EID/PHE goes beyond national borders 

• Building on existing momentum on 
collaboration 

– IHR: regional and international alert and 
response systems 

– APSED addressing cross-cutting issues 

 



Thank you! 


