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Under the leadership of the 
Emergency Relief Coordinator the 
IASC: 
• develops humanitarian policies, 
• agrees on a clear division of 
responsibility for the various 
aspects of humanitarian 
assistance, 

• identifies and addresses gaps in 
response, and 

• advocates for effective 
application of humanitarian 
principles. 

The IASC forms the key strategic 
coordination mechanism for the 

humanitarian system
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Transformative Agenda 

Working in a Changing World 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

Better and faster response

Accountability for Results

Accountability to Affected People

Preparedness and Recovery

Information, Advocacy and Principles
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Regional Humanitarian Partnership Meeting
Shanghai, October 2011
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The Humanitarian System – made “easy”?
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1. INTRODUCTION
Why this guide?

2. HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
Users
Format
Contact your partners before an emergency

3. INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN ACTION AND REGULATION
Guiding documents
Humanitarian Principles
International Humanitarian Law
UN Resolution 46/182
Humanitarian Reform
Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA)
Code of Conduct
The Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement
Sphere Project
International Disaster Response Law
Oslo Guidelines
Military Assistance to Disaster Relief Operations (APC‐MADRO)

4. HUMANITARIAN ACTORS
Member States
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement
Humanitarian non‐governmental organizations (NGOs)
The United Nations
Regional Organisations
Sub‐regional intergovernmental bodies
Donors (including International Financing Institutions)
Governments
Private Sector – or add a Miscellaneous group to include the private sector, 
national and foreign militaries, faith‐based organizations, churches, etc)

5. STATE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES IN DISASTER RESPONSE
From problems to possible solutions
Principal areas of action
Coordination
Financial resource mobilization
Technical team mobilization
Information management
Common Needs Assessments
Reporting, Communications and Advocacy

6. TOOLS AND RESOURCES
Responsibility for the coordination of international humanitarian assistance
Shared Responsibilities

7. COORDINATION
Interagency Standing Committee (IASC)
Cluster (Sector) approach
National Humanitarian Network / Humanitarian Country Teams

8. FINANCIAL RESOURCE MOBILIZATION
OCHA Emergency Funds
Other emergency funds from international partners
United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)
Flash Appeal

9. TECHNICAL TEAM MOBILIZATION
UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination
Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) and INSARAG
On Site Operations Coordination Centre (OSOCC)
Military and Civil Defence Assets (MCDA)
OCHA / UNEP Joint Environment Unit
Humanitarian Warehouse

10. INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
Rapid Needs Assessment (RNA)
Post Disaster Assessment (PDNA/CEPAL)
Emergency Situation Report (SITREP)
ReliefWeb
Data Preparedness

ANNEXES

GUIDE FOR GOVERNMENTS
DRAFT TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Regional Networks ‐ Asia Pacific
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WHERE TO FIND OUT MORE

ReliefWeb ......................................................................................................www.reliefweb.int

Financial Tracking System ...................................................................... www.reliefweb.int/fts

Humanitarian Appeals ..................................................................www.humanitarianappeal.net

Humanitarian Early Warning System............................................................www.hewsweb.org

Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System ................................................www.gdacs.org

Humanitarian news and analysis .................................................................www.IRINnews.org

Humanitarian Information Centres and Partners ............................ www.humanitarianinfo.org

OCHA ....................................................................................................... www.ochaonline.org

Inter-Agency Standing Committee ...........................................www.humanitarianinfo.orf/iasc


