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Annotated Provisional Agenda

Opening of the Meeting

Adoption of Agenda

Welcoming Remarks 

   The ARF SOM Leader of China will deliver a welcoming address on behalf of the Chinese government.

Session I: ARF's 15-Year Experience & Its Revelations (Suggested Lead Discussants:Thailand, China) 

    This year marks the 15th anniversary of the ARF. During the just-concluded 15th ARF Ministerial Meeting, the ARF Review Paper drafted by Singapore was endorsed. Against this backdrop, we think it is high time for the EEPs, as ARF's advisors, to offer their perspectives on the ARF's 15-year process and what that process has told us.  

Session II: ARF's Confidence Building Measures- Present and Future (Suggested Lead Discussants: Brunei, ROK, Pakistan, New Zealand)

    Over the past 15 years, the ARF participants have held quite a number of CBMs. It is time to take stock of these activities and discuss ways and means of moving ahead.

Session III: Preventive Diplomacy - Reality and Practice in the Asia Pacific (Suggested Lead Discussants: Vietnam, India, US)

    With ARF in the transitional stage from CBMs to PD and with the completion of the Joint Study on PD, PD has become an ever more conspicuous topic in the ARF. It is therefore necessary for us to review the PD practice in the Asia Pacific region and discuss how we can best combine the practice of PD with the reality of the region.

Session IV: Non-traditional Security Cooperation - Key Areas & ARF's Role (Suggested Lead Discussants: Singapore, Australia, Sri Lanka)

    ARF has been making a lot of headway in this area. The EEPs may wish to discuss on what areas the ARF should focus its attention and how to further advance the ARF's role in the non-traditional security cooperation.

Session V: EEPs' Role in the ARF (Suggested Lead Discussants: Malaysia, Philippines, ROK )

    Despite the fact that EEPs have been put into place for quite a number of years, their full potentials are yet to be tapped. The EEPs may wish to consider ways and means to discharge their mandated responsibilities in a more efficient and effective manner. 

Adoption of Co-Chair's Summary Report

    The Guidelines for the Operations of the ARF EEPs provides that the activities and findings of the EEPs should be reported in writing to the ARF Chair. The participants will review a draft Co-Chairs' Summary Report that may include outlines of discusion and concrete recommendations to the ARF Ministerial Meeting, which will be held in 2009 in Thailand.

Closing of the Meeting

