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WELCOMING COMMENTS BY DAVID STRACHAN, REPRESENTATIVE OF NEW ZEALAND ARF SENIOR OFFICIAL
Selamat pagi, kia ora.  Vice Minister Trionyo Wibowo; Pak Jusuf; Ambassador Wiryono; Pak Rizal Sukma; Ambassador Wilson; Dr Termsak, Director of Political and Security Directorate of the ASEAN Secretariat; distinguished EEPs, Ambassadors and Track II representatives.  Welcome to you all to this tranquil setting on this truly magical island. 
The New Zealand Government, in partnership with the Republic of Indonesia, is delighted to be associated with this initiative.  We are greatly encouraged with the number of EEPs who have registered for this event - from 24 of the 27 ARF member countries, including 29 EEPs.
This may well be the last ARF related meeting of the decade.  The calibre of EEPs and the diversity of representation provide an opportunity to make this a memorable and productive event. 

With your indulgence, I should like to talk a little about the task at hand over the next one and a half days. I have only been associated directly with ARF issues in our Foreign Ministry for the past year.  But it has been long enough to learn that within the ARF Preventive Diplomacy can at times be a contentious subject.   
It is fully understood that any discussion of Preventive Diplomacy options needs to give due regard to questions of sovereignty and UN principles, as well as the ASEAN Charter and the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation.

But there is also a recognition that over the years there have been several examples where countries in the region have come together in a spirit of cooperation to help their neighbours in the interests of enhancing peace and security. We have all benefitted from those endeavours.
ASEAN and EU countries played a valuable role in consolidating the peace process in Aceh; Indonesia helped pave the way for a political settlement in Cambodia; in partnership with PNG and the Solomon Islands, New Zealand and Australia contributed to a resolution of the situation in Bougainville.  Today, as we speak, with the support of the Philippines government, Malaysia is playing a mediating role in the southern Philippines.  

EEPs due to their considerable experience and wisdom are ideally placed to ensure that the ARF can make a discernable difference and in the process help the ARF to realise its potential as the principal regional security forum.
I would like to take the liberty of making one or two suggestions in the context of seeking to maximise the value of this unique gathering. First, I would draw your attention to the definition of PD as set out in the ARF document of 2001 entitled “Concept and Principles of Preventive Diplomacy”.  PD is a complex subject and can be variously interpreted, but from the ARF’s point of view the definition arrived at in 2001 has served the Forum well and I suggest it form the basis of your consideration of the subject.

Second, I hope it will be possible to focus, but not necessarily exclusively, on the specific areas in the ARF Unit’s matrix of relevant recommendations on PD on which ARF Ministers have sought input from EEPs to feed into the process leading up to the 17th ARF Ministerial in 2010.
The particular recommendations are as follows:

(a) identify circumstances (involving both traditional and non-traditional security challenges) in which the ARF should engage in operational PD measures such as good offices, mediation and fact-finding missions.

(b) establish specific PD roles for the EEPG, Friends of the Chair and the ASEAN Secretary General

(c) identify areas where structural PD initiatives could be undertaken (eg non-traditional security, anti-corruption programmes, security sector reform, peace building, election monitoring and conflict resolution training).  

I wish you well in your deliberations.  
It is appropriate to say a few words of thanks.  I would like to express my deep appreciation to Katie Ellena, NZ Embassy in Jakarta, who with our Deplu colleagues and Ibu Rini and Merliza, our friends in the ARF Unit, has been responsible for pulling together the excellent arrangements for this meeting. 

It is also time to farewell Pak Ibnu Hadi, the Director of Intra-Regional Organisations for Asia, Pacific and Africa Affairs in Deplu.  Pak Ibnu has been a mainstay of ARF Liaison in Deplu for many years.  Thank you for your outstanding contribution. We wish you well in your upcoming posting. 

Finally is my great pleasure to introduce HE Ambassador Trionyo Wibowo, the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia to address us today.  The Vice Minister has had a distinguished career, most recently as Ambassador at the Indonesian mission in Vienna.  The Vice Minister’s presence here today is an indication of the importance that Indonesia attaches to the ARF in general, as well as its specific commitment to Preventive Diplomacy.      
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