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capabilities to deter conflict, reassure allies, and 
if necessary, defeat potential adversaries.  These 
objectives require the United States to be 
capable of responding to a broad range of 
challenges that are likely to employ a mix of 
approaches and capabilities.

Resources:  

The 2015 National Security Strategy: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/do
cs/2015_national_security_strategy.pdf

a)  Data contribution to ARF Arms Register

A broad range of data is publicly available from 
the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense 
(Comptroller) at

http://comptroller.defense.gov/budgetmater
ials/budget2016.aspx

i. Total defense expenditure on annual 
basis

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Total Defense Budget 
Request was $585.3 billion.  However, the total 
enacted appropriations for defense spending in 
the FY 2016 Omnibus Appropriations Act (OAA) 
was $606.9 billion.

The FY 2016 Base Budget Request from the 
U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) was $534.3 
billion, funding the non-contingency operational 
costs of the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and 
Air Force.  The FY 2016 Base Budget Request 

does not include Overseas Contingency 
Operations (OCO), which cover security efforts 
in Afghanistan, and support for the Office of 
Security Cooperation in Iraq, Syria, and the Horn 
of Africa.  In the FY 2016 Omnibus 
Appropriations Act, the U.S. Congress 
appropriated $548.1 billion for base defense 
spending, and $58.8 billion was appropriated 
for OCO defense spending.  Total defense 
appropriations in the FY 2016 Omnibus 
Appropriations Act (OAA) were $606.9 billion.
  
Further information regarding the DoD National 
Defense Budget can be found at: 

http://comptroller.defense.gov/budgetmater
ials/budget2016.aspx

ii.   Defense expenditure as a percentage of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

The budget for national defense was 3.3% of 
GDP in FY 2016.

Further information can be found at:  

http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/D
ocuments/defbudget/fy2016/FY16_Green_
Book.pdf.
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iii.  Total number of personnel in national 
armed forces and its percentage in 
population

a)  Total Military End-Strength

In FY 2016, there were 2,116,200 active, 
guard, and reserve members in the U.S. 
Armed Forces.

 
b)   Active Military End-Strength

In FY 2016, there were 1,305,200 active 
members in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

c)  Reserve Military End-Strength

In FY 2016, there were 811,000 ready 
reserve (reserve and guard) members in 
the U.S. Armed Forces.

Further information can be found at:
  
http://comptroller.defense.gov/Portals/45/D
ocuments/defbudget/fy2016/FY16_Green_
Book.pdf.

III. National Contributions to Regional 
Security: 

The United States remains committed to 
promoting peace, stability, and consensus in the 
region by contributing support and participating 
in a broad range of security activities.  The 
United States specifically focuses on 
contributing to the following regional issues:

i.   Counterterrorism

The United States is actively engaged in 
multilateral and regional efforts to strengthen 
regional partners and allies and to promote 
continued regional cooperation on 
counterterrorism measures.  The human 
atrocities and extreme acts of violence 
committed by ISIL are not isolated to the Middle 
East.  Recently, ISIL demonstrated to the world 
its ability to strike in Europe, including the horrific 
attacks in France and Belgium.  It is critical that 
U.S. and coalition partners cooperate 
purposefully to counter ISIL and its extremist 
outgrowths.  Southeast Asia is not immune to 
extremist influence either; therefore, the United 
States seeks to encourage and support 
strategic counterterrorism policies in the region.  
This approach places a premium on building the 
institutional capacities of states to promote the 
rule of law and eliminate the underlying factors 
that drive terrorism and instability.

The U.S. is deeply concerned about ISIL’s 
continued influence in recruiting followers from 
Southeast Asia and the terrorist group’s ability to 
inspire attacks in the region.  We encourage 
ASEAN to increase information sharing on 
suspected terrorists, including strengthening 
reporting to INTERPOL.  To help prevent the use 
of fraudulent passports, the U.S. is prepared to 
assist ASEAN member states to automate 
reporting reporting to INTERPOL of stolen and 
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